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Church of The Most Precious Blood 
 

 
 

14th Week of Ordinary Time A Psalter 2 
 

No public celebration of Mass until further notice, due to the 

current coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Let us keep in our prayers those who are sick and housebound in our parish including Brenda Jupp, Chris 
Jupp, Connie Loebell, Brian Lesaux, Andy deKlerk, Geraldine Page, Mary Wallace, Clifford Brown, 
Christopher Brown, Irene Ulucki, Tom Clarke, Suzanne Hosker, Daphne Adams, John Chase, Sister 
Bernadette, Brian Slattery, Ursula Layland, Adam Smith, Kath Welch.  
 
Return from Exile – Bishop Mark’s reflection following the announcement of the resumption of Public 
Masses can be found at www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/return-from-exile/ 
 
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Confession please phone 01395 513340 or email 
sidmouth@prcdtr.org.uk to arrange a time.  Please note that this will not take place in the confessional. 
 
Thanks to all those who joined us for our online social to celebrate the feast of SS Peter and Paul last Saturday 
– it was lovely to see your smiling faces! 
 
Please pray for the family and friends of Gilda Wachala R.I.P. who died last week.  “Gilda was one of SVP’s 
first cases when we set up and we visited her both in Sidmouth and Honiton until lockdown. She was a lovely 
lady and thanks to her some of us can now pray in Italian. Please pray for the repose of her soul” Peter McG 
 
A message from the Carney family - Greetings to our parish family.  We're very much looking forward to 
meeting again as lockdown is gradually released.  However, we would like to forewarn you of a change that 
may come as a surprise to you.  Our young James, now aged 12, has suffered from alopecia since Christmas, 
starting with small bald patches which were easy to hide, but spreading to the point that James is now 
completely bald.  The hospital consultant has confirmed that this is likely to be permanent.  Lockdown has 
provided the perfect opportunity for James to come to terms with his new image, which he has done very 
bravely.  However, as he is being seen publicly, he is increasingly receiving looks of shock or sympathy, from 
strangers as well as people who've known him for years.  James is at the age at which he just wants to sink into 
the background without any fuss being made.  Even as a chorister at Exeter Cathedral, he shies away from any 
extra attention.  We therefore want to warn you in advance that James looks different, but is every bit the same 
boy as he's always been.  It's very difficult not to stare or look surprised but, when you do meet him again, we 
would ask you, please, to treat him as naturally as you always have and with all the love and care that you've 
always shown.  With thanks and love from Julie and Michael, xxx 
 
Sidmouth Folk Festival have launched a crowdfunder appeal at  www.crowdfunder.co.uk/the-sidmouth-folk-
festival in order to try and secure the festival’s long-term future.  There are lots of exciting rewards, including 
from local businesses, and more are being added each day.  Become a Sidmouth Champion by being part of the 
ongoing story of this truly unique event, and make sure the festival can look forward to an amazing future, not 
just in 20201 but for the next generations to enjoy too.  The organisers are also putting together a Virtual 
Festival on 1st and 2nd Aug, offering a great range of folk-orientated activities and events, including star names, 
exclusive performances, workshops and storytelling.  Look out for more details nearer the time… 
 
Last week’s collections   Standing Orders £309.73 
Please make all cheques payable to RC Church Sidmouth   
Newsletter     Rebecca sidmouth@prcdtr.org.uk 489902 
Hall Bookings    St Teresa’s Hall is closed to the public until further notice. 
Parish Safeguarding Reps             Una Cunningham 01404 815036 or 07549 332350 

Cathy Gunnell 01395 519302 or 07710 164466 
Ann Murphy 0777 9986217  

Sidmouth Parish is part of Plymouth R.C.Diocese: Reg charity No. 213227 



 

Following the recent Government announcement that we can now hold acts of public worship, we are looking 
forward to being able to celebrate Mass with you again soon.   
 

Firstly, and most importantly, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended – if you do not 
feel safe coming to Mass please stay at home and don’t worry – there is absolutely no requirement for you to 
attend Mass at all. 
 

Also, we cannot stress enough that this is not a return to normal, and there are several changes you need to 
be aware of.  Please take the time to read the below carefully so that you are prepared for your visit to church.  
 

The number of Masses we can offer each week is entirely subject to enough volunteer stewards and cleaners 
to make it happen.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Naomi on naomi.hogg@prcdtr.org.uk  
(NB - We must ask you please not to volunteer if you are classed as clinically extremely vulnerable) 
 

If we get enough volunteers, we aim to celebrate Mass at the following times: 
 Tuesday 6pm 
 Wednesday 10am 
 Thursday 10am 
 Friday 10am 
 Saturday 5:30pm 
 Sunday 10:30am 
The church will also remain open for private prayer for half an hour after the end of each Mass. 
 

In order to maintain social distancing at 2m, the church has a limited capacity of 20 households at any one 
time.  Once this limit has been reached, the stewards are unable to admit any more people.  We are grateful in 
advance for your understanding on this – it is entirely necessary in order to keep everybody safe. 
 

Obviously, with a capacity of only 20 households, there is no way we can accommodate everyone at every 
Mass.  We would therefore encourage you, as an act of generosity, to please come to Mass on one of the 
weekdays if you are able, rather than on the weekend.  This will help ensure that there is space for those who 
cannot attend Mass during the week to attend at the weekend.  Remember, the continued suspension of the 
Sunday obligation means that at the moment ‘all Masses are equal’, so please think of others when choosing 
which Mass you attend each week. 
 

When you enter the church for Mass, you will notice that the layout has been changed in order to create a 
one-way system – please follow the printed notices, arrows and directions of the stewards at all times. 
 

The church toilet is closed and cannot be used. 
 

You will be asked to give your contact details to a steward when you enter, for track and trace purposes. 
 

During Mass, there is to be no singing, no Children’s Liturgy, no Prayers of the Faithful, no sign of peace 
and no offertory procession.  There will be baskets available on your way into and out of church for you to 
make your offering if you wish, but please make your donations online or by standing order if possible. 
 

When it comes to communion, we will all acclaim the presence of the Lord at the priest’s communion by 
responding ‘Amen’ when Fr Paul elevates the host and chalice. The people’s communion is then distributed in 
silence, with no dialogue between minister and communicant; communion will be given silently, in the hand 
only, and with the communicant standing. You will be directed to process by the stewards one household at a 
time whilst maintaining social distance. When you approach Fr Paul, there will be a small table in front of 
him to aid social distancing: please present your hands palm upwards, one on top of the other, as flat as 
possible, and with arms extended at full stretch, in order to maximise the distance between you and Fr Paul. 
 
For those who cannot attend Mass in person, we hope to livestream our Sunday Mass through our facebook 
group and via Zoom.  More details will follow next week, once we’ve got to grips with the technology! 
 

Thank you for reading this carefully.  We appreciate there’s a lot to get through and a lot to take in, but 
hopefully the information will help you to make informed decisions about if and when you attend Mass, and 
help you feel more prepared for when you do. 
 

Finally, please note that all of the above is subject to change at any time as new guidelines are published and 
further measures are imposed or relaxed.  We’ll always do our best to update you in a timely fashion: keep an 
eye on the newsletter, facebook, and emails for more information. 
 

Thank you all once again for your patience and co-operation as we continue our journey through this strange 
time together.   
 


